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is reversible to a greater or less extent, the
forward reaction being called neutralisation,
and the reverse hydrolysis. Here, again, the
influence of concentration is seen. In the case
of bismuth subnitrate, for example, the hy-
drolysis is favoured by the presence of much
water, and by the fact that one of the products
is removed from the scene of the reaction
(solution in the water) by being precipitated as
a basic salt. Hydrolysis, again, is prevented by
the presence of excess of free acid.
Generally  speaking,  a rise in temperature
accelerates chemical changes.    In fact, many
changes we have dealt with proceed so slowly
as to be unnoticed at the ordinary temperature.
Often, when the reaction proceeds with libera-
tion of heat, it is only necessary to heat the
substances to a minimum temperature and the
change will go on of itself, becoming faster and
faster unless the heat produced escapes.   The
burning  of coal  is  an  instance  of this.    It
oxidises slowly at the ordinary temperature;
when heated, with a sufficient supply of air
to burn it and remove the products of combus-
tion, the temperature rises until the mass is
radiating or otherwise losing heat as fast as it
produces it.
In the case of reversible reactions the speed
of both the forward and backward reactions
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